October 26, 1972

TO THE COMRADES OF THE SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY:

This is to announce our resignation from the Socialist Vorkers Party.
€n I’P‘} RSt
d Trotsky taught that imperialist war was one of the central
gquestions of this epooch, and that a principled task of the revolutionary
party was to imbue the working class with proletarian internationalism.
Thus the slogan of the revolutionary Fourth International used to be
"Only Viotorious Soclalist Revolutions Can vent the Third Viorld Warit"
The SWP has falled miseamably in its propa a on the Vietnam War.
Instead of offering a olass analysis and olass solution to the problem

the SWP offers a non-class analysis end organigzes around the
ggo;ggition %gat the war can be ended bg means other than the class
strugsle. Insteadof teaching the working class to rely upon 1tself,

the SWP preaches an “antiwar alliance* with the petty~bourszeois radicals
and the liberal bourgeoisie. Tnis is the essence of pacifism.-teaching
that war can be ended by means other than the class struggle.

The SWP does not teach the irreconcilability of the class strugzle.
It does not teaoh the class struggle in any form. It does not
(therefore) teach the nature of the state and the necessity of
smashing 1t. If the SWP ever attempts to take its politics to the
working clase, it will disarm the workers ideologically (and
ultimately physically) by teaching that they can and must end their
aoppression by means other than smashing the bourgeols state and
oegablxshlns the dictatorship of the proletariat.

The 8WP tells women, blacks, and Chicanos to form thelr own political
parties; it tells them that thus split into many political groups amd
parties they will, as a result of the successful culmination of thelr
separate struggles; make the revolution. The role of the vanguerd
party of the working olass 1s theredy dissolved into the many vanguapds
of the petty bourgeoisie and pettz bourgeois parties. This is what

we mean when we say that the SWP 1s a liquidationist organigation:

The SWP says the war will end when “the majority" says so, and/or

the war will end when the "majority of women « . % gay so. It tells
women and blacks that they oan end their oppression by organiging

a8 women and as blacks to fight for their rights. Clearly impliecit
in such positions is the idea that the zoal of these protest movements
oan be achlieved outside the olass struggle and without a revolution.

In other words, under oapitslism--within the system. This 18 what
we mean when we say that the SWP £E“ET§§TSEEIE*%3¥§hh1zation.

The Leninist Faction, basing itself on Leninism, teaches that the
struggle against oppression, if it is to be suocessful, must be

waged by a unified working olass led by a thoroughly proletarianized
demooratic centralist party with a revolutionary program. The struggle
cahnot be successfully waged by a divided working olass led by many

vanguards with non-olass programs, The aim of the vanguard must be
to establish the diotatorghip of the proletariat over all other classes

through smashing the bourgeois state. There is no other way. No
ogpressed group will achieve emancipation cutside the successful
strugzle of the working class,
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Barry Shepard
SWF N.U.

. Barry, _
3 : mnclosed is a short report on the resignations of the five membcrs
’“of the Leninist Faction in the Twin Cities Branch.

: ‘As indiceoted in the report, we expect further 1nformdt10n on the spllt
to be forthcomlng As we recelve it, you will be informede :

Comradely,

Greg Guckenburg
Tw1n 01t1eu Branch Orvanlzer

' ON TH“ R&ESIGNATION OF THE LENINIST,FACTION ROM qu de TWIN CITI&S BRHNCH

S The five members of the Leninist Faction in -the Tw1n Cltles branch
Fred Ferguson, Carole Ferguson, Zarl Balfour, Vivian Balfour and Steve
Stewart, informed me of their resignation from the party twenty mlnutes
before the branch meetlng on Wednesday, October 25. : . :

Ll Four of the flve comrades came to a meetlng orlvlnally set up between
Fred Ferguson and myself.to ‘discuss the: question of active part1c1pat10n in-
party act1v1t1es by members of the faction. “Although Carole Ferguson was no
present I was assured that she was also leav1nb the SWP.‘

= Fred Ferguson,"speaklng for the group, sald there were tw0ureasons fo,
thelr action. s W

'l. The party allowed no democracy and no freedom of dlscu581on eacept
durlng the 90 day pre-convention dlscu551on and ‘was effectlvely prevent;ng
them from airing their views. :

2 They stated that the party was L‘petty—bourge01s in; comp051tion and
that if the party were attracting workers to it they would not be 1eav1ng.
That the political level had gone down correSpondlngly with the nflux of
YSA members 1nto the party over the past several years. i

o There were no indications that they were JOlnlng an opp051tlon polltmcal
organlzatlon or were settlng ‘one up.,: ; :

 Steve Stewart and Kathleen Stewart, not a member of the faction but,.
"very close to them, are members of the YSA. They were not asked about theis
- membership in the YSA, but the YSA was in the process of dropping them’ fro
_membership because of inactivity. .. If nothing changes over the next week in
”terms of their activity in the YSA, the YSA legdership: intends. to dropﬂthem.

. Fred indlcated that they would have a statement on thelr re51gnat10n
gfshortly. ‘

. They desired not to make a statemnnt at the branch mcetlng becausg the
?imdldn t want to "dlsrupt the branch." : S

LT The branch voted to accept thelr res;gnatlon at the branch meetlng of
FQ;Wednesday, Octe. 25. :

L LR  Greg Guckenburg
‘ o Uct. 26,1972

P.s Kathleen 1s Sulll a member of the narty.
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Entering or malntaining an existence in a reformist group is, for

the revolutionary organization, a tactical question the answer to

whioh must be bamsed on a sober analysis of many oomplex factors,
fncluding not jJust the program of the reformist organization but its
traditions, political direction (inocluding the nature of other

political groupings within), the regime, both national and international,
soelnl composition, organizational norms, and more. Before deolding

to sever relations with the Socialist Workers Party we oonslidered all
these factors but two were decisive. These were democratic centralism

and social ocomposition.

Democratic Centralism. The first thing any Marxist revolutionary wants
To do with his program 18 to explaln it, teach 1t, and recrult to it.
This 18 a formal-legal impossibility in the SWP. VWhatever propaganiiszing
the Leniniet Fgaotion has been able to do, 1t has had Yo do knowing that
Aif caught--caught talking politics to the ranks of the party--the party
leadership would have it expelled. Aside from the few we have been
able to reach, the ranks of the SWP must of necessity know the leninist
Faction only through rumors and hearsay. To our knowledge the SWP
heirarchy has not informed the membership of the political nature of
the Leninist Faction. This could have been easily soceomplished by
printing and oiroulating our documents or, at the very least, printing
and olrculating our statement éf faotion sent to the National 0ffice

last spring.

The objlective fact of the matter is that there is an organired greup
within the SWP which has political differences on sverything from
demooratic ocentralism to the antiwar mevement, a group which designates
the SWP a8 reformist, and the SUP leadership has not even told the party
ranks that the group exists, let alone inform the party membership as

to the nature of the groups politiocs. This ocould not have happened

in the party of lenin. This is a mockery of leninism. This iz not
demooratic centralism, but bureaucratio centralism.

In oconsidering whether or not we should stay in the SUP, the Leninist
Faotion has had te ask 1tself what are its prospeots of fighting for .

our program, taking our program to the rank and file of the party.

The Leninist Faotion sumitted four major documents to the WP, bhut

these doouments will not be printed for the party membership; to whom

they are addressed. These documents are in the hands of a buresucratic
leadership which does ndt believe in the freedom to strugszle for revolutiem
program within the vanguard party. Based on this consideration alone,

we would be better off outside the SWP Af we intended to reach people
inside the SWP. If we had had the channels available te us that exist

in a demooratic centralist orzanization, that would have inoclined us moye
in the direoction of staying in the SWP to fight to win the ranks to our
prozram. In 1tself that would not have been degisive, but 1t would have
been a faotor.

Soclal composltlon. The inabllity to legally put forth and defend our
{dens wbﬁiﬁ have been something we might have temporarily endured if the
composition of the party were sufficiently working elass. In other words,
if we could have reached a significantly large layer of workers through
the limited effectiveness of the underground methods foroced on us by

the 8WP, that would most certainly have delayed our resignation until
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we had exhausted that possibility one way or another.

Ag 1t 18, of oourse, there are no workers in the SW/P worth speaking
of nor any oontact with the class except through the union bureaucrats
the SWP so loves. Nor is 1t likely that the SWP will take 1its reformist

program to the olass in the near future.

The petty bourzecisie who are in the party have been recrulted to a
non-elass program. They do not and never have had any relationship

to the class. Ae a result they are at best disinterested in the class
and often exhibit hostility to the working oclass, whom they ploture,
often as not, as white mindless honkies.

Political composition of the ranks. Another faotor the Leninist Faotion
would have oconsidered, had 1t indeed been a faotor, was the existence

of large left-ward moving groups within the party which we could have
influenced. Such ia not the case, however. We are not ruling out

the possiblility of future left.wing developments and splits. As long

as the SWP poses as s revolutionary party there will be those on whom
the dawn will come. Byt for the time being, the dissidents in the

party are in disarray with no program and, unless they want to

“violate party discipline" they have no way of developing a programs
Unless they put the political question of developing a progran ahoad

of the organizational guestion of staying in theparty they will never
develop a program. We say to the leftward leaning dissidents remaining
within the party that unless you violate those oft-referred to partiy
"norms" (as oppossed to Leninist norms) and write and circulate dooue
ments, hold meetings, discussions and yes, even conventions (you sannot
ratify a political program without one), you will never develop
politically. Bacause the SWP party norms are expressly designed to
make political development impossidle.

Observing our apparent lack of aotivity some in the SWP have surmised
that we were becoming demoralized ard dropping away from politica,
Nothing could be fubther from the truth. Ve have been very asotive im
putting together a Leninist organization under difficult eonditions.
We have carried on a full scale discussion in the course of haummexring
out our program. UWe have had regional meetings, a convention, and in
the process have produced and distributed internally over 60,000 pages
of literature., At the same time we held regular business meetings
and educationals. We sorutinized the politiocs of every political
grouping in the Trotsk§iast speotrum, and most importantly, began the
systematio, nationglly directed task of industrial colonization.

In addition we have established a periphery of contasts and recruited
from 4t. This, without the mdvantage of one full or even partypiime
staff member 1s no small accomplisment, and is not the behavior of
8 demoralized zroup on its way out of politios. _

We are undeniably small but have every reason for optimism. Our
optimism is first of all based on the revolutionary potential of

the working olass. Ve have no desire to separate curselves from the
olass while giving lip service to its revolutionary uniqueness. We
are now and will continue to be a physical part of the class as well
as aspliring to become its revolutionary leadership. The two are .
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inextricable. Opinions to the contrary, we have no intention of
Wturning our backs on the students.® We will instead go to the
students with a working class program and an organization fimmly
rooted in the class, not the other way around.

The ILeninist Faction

ISP L



